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More S’pore
Sroups raisin
funds for
causes abroa

Number of permits
issued doubles
over five years

U By CaroLyn Quex

FROM providing foatwear o the anshod
and s education o the mmschooled to
raising funds for the victims of human
trafficking, more oversens causes ard
being ploked up and pursaed by peaple in
Singapare,

The numibems are belling: The Office of
the Commbssioner of Charities (COC) s
handing oul more permits to raise funds
here for overseas couses = from 3o in
105 to B0 lusk year - to home-grown
nomn-profit groups, working alongside cor-
porate donars and seasoned fund-raisers
like the Singapors Red Cross.

The mofiey amassed has also gone ap
- from §0.7 million in 2005 to $24 mil-
liom Last year.

All in, $170 million wis raised between
20404 angl last year, incloding the $58 mil-
lion collected by the Singspore Red Criss
for vickims of the 2004 taunanl

Charity industry weberan Gerard Ee
wabd the trend . indicates the Erowing
breadth of compassion here: “1 fee] opti-
mistic when | seo Singeporeans having a
heprt big enough to think beyond eur
shores and responding to help people
affected by tsumamis and earthguakes,
evien though they are far away. "

The trend squares with the finding
from last year's survey by the Mational
Volunteer and  Philanthropy  Centre
NVPC), which showed that fj'inp.,apn[c-

ans were becoming more giving, It found
that, for the firet time last year, dona-
tions by Singaporeans to causes af home
and abroad passed the §1 billion mark.

The bulk of the money still went to
canses at home, but it did not stop the
likes of Ms Deborah Chew, 36, and Ms
Grace Chis, 30, fram starting Profect Hap-
py Feet to provide foolwear, schooling
and job training to more tham 1,000 chil-
dren in Cambodia and Vietnam, after they
saw the poverty in Stem Reap in 2000,

Like Lotus Cultare, another group
which has raised $55, 000 sinee last July
through private donations for the victims
of human trafficking, Project Happy Feot
is also o “peace-time project”, one dis-
tinct from disaster-relief efforts carried
ot by established groups like Mercy Re-
lief und the Singapore Red Cross,

Both the founders of Project Ha;p';ry
Feet and Lotus Culture say they feel their
help s more needed overseas, and that
the social mpact af their work would be
greater than at home.

Mrs S:l.'|v:|u Lee, 5%, of Lotus Culture,
said: “If you have soen the ‘j_'rl.s and seen
what is happening out there, the cholee
anid declsion are very easy. If 1 have
$1,000, thal $1,000 could make a bigger
impact oot there than the $1,000 yoo
spend in Singapore.™

But Lotus Culbure co-founder Lee Pak
Kheng, 60, who also volunteers locally,
said her giving to local and forelgn causes
are not “mutually exclosive™ objectives,
arld that giving to others in a foreign land
“gives one new insight into doing good=.

Project Hoppy Feel's Ms Chew said
her group did not conscionshy choose not
to support local beneficiarkes; in fact,
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TOUCHED BY SUFFERING OVERSEAS

“We didn’t consciously choose not to support the
beneficiaries in Singapore, but we were really touched by
what we saw overseas in Cambedia and Vietnam, and we
felt that that was something we wanted to reach out to.”

Project Happy Feet's Debarah Chew

will not shut the door on a Singapore ben-
eficlary thal comes knocking,

Grouips Hie hers have guidolines tofol -
lawe, For starters, they need the parmit un-
der the Charitbes Act to ralse funds for a
forelgn charitable cause.

Thary do nok have to be registered chari-
ties or Institutions of a Public Character,
which can offer tax breaks to those who

make donations, bot they must  show
proof o the COE that thedr overseas bene-
ficiary 15 a genuine ane,

NVPC director Kevin Lee, referring to
the survey finding that Singaporeans are
opening their wallets more to causes here
aml abroad, sadd: “Whether donors ghve
Internationudly or locally is their choice,
People will continue bo give generonsty to

tr S Cambodia, in wistro distributed basic suppdies like slippers to children
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causes that resonate with them."

Charlty veteran Mr Ee, when asked
whether dopations to foreign canyes
would shrink the donor pie on home turf,
sald some impact could be expected:
“The pie i= fived, 1t i only that moch
money, but it jost means the booal clari-
ties have to be more professional and clev-
erer in how they present thelr canse so
they get thieir share of it."

Executive director of Singapore Chil-
dren's Society Alfred Tan agreed, but
sald he does not feel threatened, largely
because there {5 room for more sorporite
donations to coma in, “so it is not like we
are going into a very tight market and try-
ing to squeeze it",

Mercy Hellef chief executive Hassan
Ahmad views the growth of the donation
dollar to overseas cases positively: <If is
widely accepted that charity begins at
Teome, but it shouldn™ end there.™
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